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HISTORICAL 
ARGUMENT

(Thesis /Theme)

Historical argument uses 
evidence to support the claims

Original, formulated 
opinion of themed topic

Historical argument 
describes the topic

Historical argument is 
evident in project

WIDE  
RESEARCH

Sources provide key evidence 
relevant to research question

Selects diverse sources 
connected to topic and 
theme

Appropriate sources are 
connected to topic and 
theme

Appropriate sources are 
connected to the topic

PRIMARY 
SOURCES

Uses data from primary 
sources relevant to research 
question

Correctly identifies and 
uses appropriate primary 
sources

Primary sources are 
evident in research and 
used in project

Research includes primary 
sources

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT

Demonstrates understanding 
of prior factors that were 
influential to the topic

Makes a connection 
between topic, theme, and 
events leading to topic

Identifies key people, 
events, and ideas leading 
to topic

Includes historic details 
leading to topic

MULTIPLE 
PERSPECTIVES

Uses multiple perspectives to 
develop insight and provide 
context for claim

Uses multiple perspectives 
to develop connection to 
the theme

Uses evidence to support 
multiple perspectives

Research includes multiple 
perspectives

CONNECTION 
TO THEME

Uses evidence to support 
connection of topic to theme 

Identifies significance of 
the topic as it relates to the 
theme

Connection to theme is 
addressed in historical 
argument

Connection to the theme is 
addressed in project

STUDENT VOICE
Student conclusions are 
persuasive  

Student ideas include 
analysis

Student ideas restate 
research

Student voice is absent from 
the project
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VISUAL  
IMPACT AND  

PRESENTATION

Use of segmentation and 
orientation effectively guides 
the audience to understand 
the claim

Evidence and materials 
are organized in a way 
that supports historical 
argument

Font, formatting, and color 
enhance readability and 
are appropriate to theme 
and topic

Poster design supports logical 
organization of materials
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*N/E = Not Evident
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